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THE 

French  Wanderer; 

OR:  THE 

STRAGGLER,  &c 

1  F  m  'iWas  in  the  16th  Year  of  the 
B  Reign  of  a  Thing,  faid,  not  to 
J|  be  in  Being  among  the  Fremb 9 
call’d  Liberty  and  Property  by 
the  Engli[h ,  that  I  refolv’d  to  pay  their 
Kingdom  a  Vifit,  in  order  to  make  a  Enqui¬ 
ry  into  the  Excellence  of  its  Conftitution, 
and  be  inform’d  of  the  Certainty  of  what  I 
had  heard  by  Report.  But  neither  the  Per¬ 
plexity  of  the  Publick  Affairs  (the  Two 
Nations  being  then  Engag’d  in  a  War  with 
each  other)  nor  the  Danger  I  might  run  the 
Rifque  of,  if  Difcover’d,  as  to  my  Religion 
and  Principles,  would  permit  me  to  go  un~ 
difguis’d,  I  therefore  did  as  Thoufands  of 
my  pious  Brethren  had  done  before  me ;  and 
under  a  Pretence  of  Abundance  of  Religion 
and  Poverty,  abjur’d  the  Pope  for  the  Devil , 
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turn’d  an  Oecafional  Conformifi ,  and  was  ad* 
mitted  among  the  reft  of  my  Fellow-La¬ 
bourers  in  Hypocrify  near  Sohoe,  Spittlefields, 
&c.  As  my  Curiofity  brought  me  thither, 
fo  it  was  but  Neceuary  I  fhould  Employ 
my  felf  as  foon  as  poffible  towards  its  En¬ 
tertainment,  and  make  fuch  ufeful  Remarks 
as  might  Satisfie  that  of  others.  To  de- 
fcribe  this  vaft  City  would  be  Foreign  to 
my  Defign,  who  came  to  Inftruft  my  felf 
in  the  Manners  of  the  People,  not  the  Mo¬ 
dels  of  their  Buildings,  tho’  it  is  as  Beautiful 
in  its  Struffurcs,  as  it  is  Wealthy  and  Popu¬ 
lous  in  its  Inhabitants,  and  every  thing  in 
it  but  the  Iniquity  of  their  Praftices,  is  of 
Invitation  to  draw  both  our  Wonder  and 
Efteem  after  it.  I  took  up  my  Lodging  in 
an  English  Houfe  to  get  into  the  Knowledge 
of  the  Englijh  Language  as  foon  as  poffible  ; 
and  I’ll  fay  that  for  my  Landlady  who  was  a 
True  Englijb  Woman,  fhe  had  Tongue  enough 
to  Inform  me.  In  a  little  Time,  you  French 
Bougar,  you  Priefi  in  Mafquerade,  you  Po~ 
pery  and  Slavery-Monger ,  were  Appellations 
thought  too  good  for  me ;  and  I  was  forc’d 
to  March  away  from  my  Little  Tenement 
with  Bag  and  Baggage,  after  having  fuch 
Breaches  made  in  my  Ears  by  the  Peals  of 
her  Ordnance,  as  render’d  me  too  weak  to 
S  and  a  General  AfTault.  Got  rid  of  this 
Woman,  who  feem’d  to  have  a  Ptmttum 

Salient 


(5) 

Saliens  in  her  Tongue,  I  apply'd  my  felf 
to  a  Female  who  had  undoubtedly  one  in 
another  Orifice.  She  was  a  Strifl:  Calvinifi , 
a  Single  Woman,  but  no  Maid,  very  Hand, 
fome,  a  Conftant  Frequenter  of  Morning 
and  Evening  Lelfures ,  and  one  who  to 
humble  a  Sinner,  would  fiiffer  any  one  to  be 
upon  his  Knees  with  her  at  all  Opportuni¬ 
ties.  Mrs.  Rachel  was  her  Name,  and  fibe 
Receiv'd  me  as  Demurely  and  Stiff,  as  if 
the  Almonds  of  her  Ears  were  fall’n  down, 
or  (he  had  been  troubled  with  a  Quinfy. 
Peace  be  unto  you ,  laid  the  Unregenerate  Babe 
of  Grace,  Ton  are  Welcome  to  my  Poor  Ha¬ 
bitation  ;  fhe  might  have  laid  for  my  Mo¬ 
ney,  for  fhe  lov’d  the  Mammon  of  Un- 
righteoufnefs,  altogether  as  well  as  fhe  did 
Lying  Backwards,  which  was  to  the  laft 
Degree.  Poor  Gentleman  !  It  Grieves  me  to 
the  Soul  to  think  of  your  P erfecutton  !  Is  not 
that  Thief  that  Murtherer ,  that  Journeyman  to 
Satan ,  that  MazarineV  Bajlard,  that  Tyrant 
Lewis  the  i\th,  gone  to  his  Mafter  the  De¬ 
vil  yet ,  to  Receive  his  Wages.  I  compil'd 
with  her  Temper,  Rail’d  as  much  againft 
him  as  Ihe  could  wifh  ;  and  added  to  her 
Contentment  by  a  Thoufand  Satisfa&ory 
Tokens  of  Grimace,  that  Ihew’d  my  entire 
concurrence  with  her  Sentiments :  This  oc- 
cafion'd  a  fort  of  an  Intimacy,  that  Inti¬ 
macy  grew  up  to  a  Friendlbip,  and  that 
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Friendfhip  kindled  it  felf  into  a  Love,  that 
might  have  had  the  Name  of  Lull  from  its 
Confequences.  In  fhort,  this  was  the  School* 
Miftrefs  that  was  to  inflruct  me,  and  I  was 
apt  enough  to  be  inform’d  in  my  own  Na¬ 
ture  ;  fo  that  the  many  Colloquies  we  held 
together  both  at  Board  and  elfewhere,  made 
me  almofl:  as  Skilful  in  the  Englifh  Tongue, as 
one  of  its  own  Natives :  But  fhe  had  a 
peflilent  way  with  her,  and  her  Sanguine 
Complexion  requir’d  more  Meals,  than 
Loves  Cook  cou'd  afford  her.J  We  had  no 
fooner  Din’d,  but  Come  my  Dear ,  fbarit  we 
go  and  Digeft  this  wholefome  Creature  we  have 
fed  upon ,  with  the  Saint-like  Expreffions  of 
Baxter  and  Bunyan.  I  knew  what  fhe 
meant  well  enough,  and  was  forc’d  to 
fubmit  for  Quietnefs-fake,  and  read 'her 
foch  Lectures  day  after  day,  as  exhaufted 
my  Spirits  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  I  look’d 
like  a  Skelleton  worn  out  to  the  Stumps, 
faid  Madam  Incontinence ,  the  Devils  Chair - 
Wo many  I  am  forry  my  Necefjities  require 
me  to  tell  you  a  piece  of  1/1  News  :  Tot*  are 
fenfible  Mon  fie  ur  Chateau,  that  you  have 
been  here  1 7  Weeks  :  Yes ,  that  I  am, 
thought  I,  with  a  Witnefs.  And  you  can~ 
not  but  remember  I  have  left  nothing  undone 
to  oblige  you ;  you  have  had  the  life  of  my 
Jiou/ey  and  my  Board ,  &c.  fo  long ,  without 
taking  notice  of  any  Payment ,  when  my  Cir 
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cum  fiances  are  very  fir  ait,  and  its  not  in  my 
Power  to  fiay  for  my  Money  any  longer ;  be~ 
fides,  I  have  had  a  Vifion  this  Night  that  tells 
we  this  Communication  of  ours  is  Sinful  We 
that  are  of  the  Elett  ought  to  have  an  Ab» 
horrence  of  it,  (and  to  fhew  our  hearty  and 
fincere  Repentance)  fhould  in  no  wife  continue 
it.  My  Demands  are  Twenty  Five  Pounds, 
and  you  mutt  Excufe  me  if  1  Entertain  no 
Lodgers  for  the  Future,  having  had  enough 
to  Torment  me  with  Remorfe  for  you,  all  the 
Days  of  my  Life .  The  latter  end  of  her 
Difcourfe  was  as  I  could  wifh,  though  I 
thought  that  which  was  the  Burthen  of  it, 
the  Twenty  Five  Pounds ,  not  altogether  fb 
Pleafint ;  however  I  laid  hold  of  the  Op¬ 
portunity,  jump'd  out  of  Bed,  and  told 
her  down  the  Money  upon  her  Toilet,  faid 
it  was  a  Grief  to  part  with  her,  but  her 
Repentance  carry 'd  fuch  Conviction  with 
it,  that  it  lhould  be  follow'd  by  mine,  gave 
her  a  Salute,  fhrugd  up  my  Shoulders  that 
had  Icarce  any  Veins,  drc.  after  a  dry  foli- 
tary  Kifs  or  Two,  fuch  as  are  giv'n  upon 
Loves  Fafting-days,  I  turn'd  my  Back  on 
her,  in  queft  of  another  Landlady,  and  {he 
hers  on  me,  in  queft  of  another  Lodger 
to  Solace  her  felf  with,  whom  I  hear  fince 
{he  had  befpoken  before-hand  :  This  put 
me  in  mind  of  fome  Verfes  which  were 
made  in  England  at  the  time  of  Disband¬ 
ing 
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ing  their  Forces ,  at  the  Conclufion  of  the 

Refvtck  Treaty  i  which  are  as  follows : 

»  •  -  .  -  •  vV  .  ~  -  * 

Our  God  and  Soldier  rve  alike  adore , 

Juft  in  the  Brink  of  Danger ,  not  before 
The  Danger  paft,  both  are  alike  requited, 

Ottr  God’i  forfaken ,  and  our  Soldier ’s  flighted • 

Where  fhould  I  fix  my  felf  next,  but 
as  Good  Luck  would  have  it,  at  a  Houle  in 
which  I  propos’d  to  continue  during  my 
ftay  in  thele  Parts.  The  owner  of  it  was 
a  Scotch  Depriv’d  Bilhop,  a  Man  of  Singu¬ 
lar  Learning,  and  Excellent  Converlation, 
whole  Integrity  will  ever  be  a  Reproach  to 
the  Times  in  which  Efifcopacy  ceas’d  to 
flourilh  in  that  Antient  Kingdom.  A  Wife, 
a  Daughter,  and  a  Servant  Maid,  compos’d 
his  whole  Family,  and  he  liv’d  as  if  he 
was  hourly  in  Expectation  of  Death ;  lo 
that  I  needed  nothing  to  Reform  me  from 
the  Purfuit  of  my  pall  Intrigues,  but  a 
due  Reflection  on  the  Example  every  one 
of  the  little  Family  in  their  feveral  Stations 
fet  before  me.  From  his  Lordfhip,  my 
new  Landlord,  I  learn’d  the  Springs  and 
Movements  that  pufh’d  forward  the  Great 
Wheels  that  were  to  determine  the  Fatd 
of  the  Hierarchy,  and  was  lufficiently  la- 
tisfyed  that  though  the  CalviniHs  of  thele 
Times  feem  to  make  it  their  Bufinels  to 
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Preach  up  Moderation ,  there  are  no  fuch 
Perlecutors  as  thefe  Toleration-Men ,  when 
the  Power  is  in  their  Hands :  But  to  leave 
the  Affairs  of  Scotland  For  thofe  of  England , 

I  am  to  let  you  know,  that  among  other 
Accidents  that  happen’d  to  fall  out  fince 
my  Arrival  in  thefe  Parts,  that  in  particu- 
lar  relate  to  my  felf,  It  was  my  Fortune 
one  Night  to  be  at  a  certain  Tavern  in 
the  City  later  than  ordinary  ;  to  be  plaiq 
with  you,  I  play’d  the  Ill  Husband,  and 
going  Home  while  the  Watchman  was 
crying  Pajt  Two  a  Clocks  was  Saluted  with 
a  Who  comes  there  ?  I  thought  it  my  Duty 
to  give  an  Anfwer  to  his  Queflion,  and 
very  refpect fully  told  his  Midnight-Ship , 
that  it  was  Monjieur  Chateau :  Who  the  De • 
vil's  that ,  quoth  he,  fome  Fellow  or  other 
fent  over  by  the  French  KJng  to  Burn  the 
City  with  a  Sixty  Six  Fire  BalL  By  your 
leave,  Sir,  you  rnuft  along  with  me  before 
your  Betters,  and  be  Examin’d  by  his  Wqr? 
jOhip  the  Con  ft  able  ;  That  I  will  with  ai] 
riiy  Heart,  cry’d  poor  Pill- Garlicky  not 
doubting  but  my  Innocence  would  be  a 
fufficient  Proteftion  for  me,  before  any 
Chriftian  Magistrate ;  but  I  found  to  the 
contrary  *  the  Man  of  Authority,  alias  the 
Queens  Representative  from  Eleven  at  Night 
to  Six  in  the  Morning ,  fate  in  his  Elbow 
Ch4rf  fwdling  Jiirafelf  .in  a  proportion  of 


Creatnefs  adequate  to  his  Office,  and  accoft- 
ed  me  with  Friend,  This  is  not  a  time  of 
Flight,  when  he  might  have  faid  Day,  for 
my  Hone  ft  Mm  to  be  out  of  his  own  Lodgings • 
You  are  carrying  on  another  Ajfaffination, 
for  all  that  I  know  ;  fearch  his  Pockets  Bar - 
mby,  and  fee  what  Papers,  &c*  he  has  a- 
bout  him ;  Ten  to  One,  for  fo  that  Hang¬ 
ing  Look  of  his  whifpers  me  in  tlie  Ear,  but 
he  has  Pistols  and  Picklocks  about  him. 
The  Fellow  was  as  Quick  as  poffible,  and 
was  at  the  bottom  of  my  Pocket  before  the 
words  could  well  be  faid  to  be  out  of  the 
C  on  ft  able  s  Mouth ,  and  up  fe  came  with 
what  Silver  and  Gold  I  had  l  en  about  me, 
as  i  take  it,  to  the  Value  ot  a  Hundred 
Livers, or  thereabouts.  Its  even  as  I  thought, 
laid  Her  Majefty*  PiUure  in  Mi  nature,  this 
French  Gold  of  his  confirms  me  in  the  O- 
pinion  that  he  is  fame  French  Emiffary  or 
other,  examine  his  Pockets  once  mote, Letters 
are  Things  we  want  to  Convict  him  with. 
The  Fellow  brought  out  my  Letter  Cafe, 
gave  it  to  this  Great  Officer  of  State  to  per¬ 
il  le  ;  but  all  my  Correfpondencies  being 
with  thole  of  my  own  Nation ,  he  might  as 
well  have  had  the  A  Ichor  an  in  his  Hand,  as 
to  his  underftanding .  it,  as  the  Papers  that 
were  Inclos’d  in  it :  However  he  took  ’em 
out  one  by  one,  and  pretending  to  know 
the  meaning  of  ’em*  turn'd  ’em  the  wrong 
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end  upper  moft,  and  fet  his  Lips  a  going 
as  if  he  had  the  Tongne  at  his  Fingers  ends* 
What  a  Providence  is  this  ?  Said  the  Kjiigkt 
ef  the  Painted  Staff's  n$  even  as  I  flifpeC-  - 
ed,  a  downright  Confpirat&r !  Sir,  I  fhall 
provide  you  &  Lodging  for  this  Nighty  sod 
take  care  of  your  Papers  and  Money  till  far¬ 
ther  Orders  ;  Light  away  Dick,  Torn,  &am9 
and  Harry ,  and  attend  me  to  Woodfirect 
Compter  with  this  Dangerous  Offender*  No¬ 
thing  would  avail  that  1  had  to  iay  for 
my  felf,  and  I  made  a  thoufand  ExpoBuiit* 
tions  to  no  manner  of  Purpofe  :  Drag  me, 
they  wou’d,  like  a  Thief  to  the  Compter $ 
and  I  was  forc'd  to  fubmit  to  their  ua- 
reafonable  way  of  Treatments.  You  are 
to  underfland,  that  this  Compter  is  one  of 
the  City  Prifons  for  Debtors ,  and  fuch  as 
are  Arrefted  for  Attiom  at  Law  with¬ 
in  the  Liberties  ;  but  made  ufe  of  at  Nights 
by  thefe  Jacks  in  Offices ,  to  fecure  ftray’d 
Houfe-Kjeepers  or  Lodgers ,  that  are  Disor¬ 
derly  and  keep  Ill  Hours.  In  hither  I  was 
brought,  with  my  Janizaries  about  me, 
and  Cerberus  the  Turn  Kjy  or  Door-  Kjeper, 
was  ready  to  admit  me :  Slap  went  the 
Great  Iron  Gate  after  me,  and  I  was  con¬ 
duced  into  an  Apartment ,  that  had  Cob - 
webs  on  its  Walls  inftead  of  Tapeftry ;  a 
Bed  without  cither  Tefter ,  Curtains ,  Flock 
or  Feathers  in  it,  for  it  was  fluff’d  with 
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Straw,  one  broken  piece  of  a  Chair  to  fit 
upon,  three  parts  of  a  Joynt-Stool  for  a 
Table ,  with  abundance  of  Melancholy 
fcr  ptions  on  the  bare  Walls,  which  had 
Ucn  plac’d  there  by  dint  of  Small  Coal ,  ill 
the  room  of  Landskips  and  Piffures.  Sir , 
laid  the  Fellow  with  his  Bunch  of  Cold  Iron 
in  his  Hand,  your  Money  for  your  Chamber 
and  Sheets !.  I  look’d  about  me  again,  to 
fee  what  he  could  mean  by  thole  Words, 
for  the  Devil  a  bit  of  any  thing  that  I 
could  perceive  look’d  like  a  Chamber ,  or  in 
the  nature  of  what  are  commonly  call'd 
Sheets .  Had  he  giv’n  the  Name  of  a  Coal 
Hole  to  the  firft,  and  faid  the  laft  was 
made  of  the  Stuff  Sacks  are  made  of, 
for  they  were  full  as  Black  and  as  Coarfe , 
twould  have  been  fomething,  but  Cham¬ 
ber  and  Sheets  was  the  D — 1  upon  Two 
Sticks.  However  I  was  forc'd  to  Kjiock  under 
the  Table ,  as  the  faying  is  here,  tho’  you  are 
not  to  think  it  was  that  in  the  Room ,  for  I  had 
none ;  and  to  fubmit  to  the  Conditions  he 
propos'd  to  me.  Five  Shillings  for  the  Sheets , 
and  Five  for  the  Bed ,  was  the  Burthen 
of  his  Difcourfe,  and  down  went  a  Tran- 
I "story  Guinea,  which  the  Confiable  civilly 
lent  me  out  of  my  own  Purfe  to  bear  my 
Charges  with  :  The  Fellow  took  it,  with¬ 
out  giving  me  his  Hat  for  it ;  told  me  he 
would'  give  me  the  Change  out  of  it  on 
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Ihe  Morrow,  but  that  Morrow  is  not  come, 
to  this  day  ;  lent  me  the  Snujf  of  a  Can¬ 
dle  to  Light  me  to  my  Kjnml  with,  flung 
a  Great  Iron  Bar  crofs  the  door,  and  lock’d 
me  into  my  New  Lodgings where  I  could 
not  think  my  lelf  fafe  as  a  Thief  in  a  Mid , 
while  I  had  fuch  a  Ra/cal  near  me.  You 
may  judge  I  pafs’d  the  Night  but  very 
fcurviiy,  not  having  been  usM  to  fuch 
Hardfhips ,  even  in  Pagan  Countries.  Is 
this  the  Land  of  Liberty  and  Property  ? 
Thought  I ;  give  me  the  Place  of  my  Na¬ 
tivity  again ;  Wooden  Shoes  without  Con¬ 
finement,  is  far  more  Eligible  than  Leather 
ones  with. 

Reflexions  of  this  Nature  kept  me  A- 
wake,  till  I  heard  my  Jaylor  go  to  the 
Pens  where  the  Beafh,  my  Fellow-Prifoners 
(for  our  Ufuage  was  not  fuch  as  is  given 
to  Rational  Beings)  were  Enclos’d,  and 
Unlocking  their  Refpsctive  Padlocks ,  gave 
cm  Leave  to  Turn  out ,  an  Expreflion  that 
lignifies  Rife ,  among  Pluto  s  Domefticks. 
At  laft  he  did  the  fame  by  mine,  and  Ac- 
coding  me  with  the  Face  of  Authority, 
told  me  the  Conftable  ftaid  forme,  and  that 
I  muft  Turn  out  immediately  to  the  Bull - 
Bead  Tavern  over  the  Way;  The  Name 
of  a  Tavern  reviv’d  me,  and  l  jump’d  off 
from  the  Fifteenth  Edition  of  the  third  part 
of  a  Blanket  with  as  much  Agility,  as  if  I 
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had  lain  in  a  Feather-bed  all  Night,  or  had 
been  between  the  Good  Holland  Sheet's. 
Not  io  faft,  my  Nimble  Monfieur,  cry’d 
the  New  Landlord  of  my  Iron  bound  Tene¬ 
ment  j  you,  muff  take  me  along  with  you. 
Which  was  permitted  me  fome  time  af¬ 
ter,  and  my  Brazen  Companion  and  I,  with 
2  or  J  more  to  look  after  me,  were  Con¬ 
duced  up  one  Fair  of  Stairs,  where  we 
found  his  Worfhip*  and  the  reft  of  the 
Staff  Officers  a  Smoaking  their  Noies  over  a 
Gallon  or  two  of  Wine,  as  if  they  were 
not  fo  much  in  Hafte  as  my  Keeper  pretend* 
ed,  I  had  the  Honour  to  have  a  Chair 
brought  me,  and  Leave  to  fit  Cover'd,  like 
a  Grandee  of  Spain  before  his  Catholick 
Majefty.  Here’s  to  the  Downfall  of  the 
French  Tyrant  and  Arbitrary  Powef,  faid 
the  Scoundrel,  even  at  a  time  when  he 
was  Exercifing  of  it  to  the  Higheft  degree. 
Sir,  if  you  pieafe  you  have  the  Liberty  to 
Fledge  me.  My  Men  and  I  have  put  you  to 
as  little  Charge  as  poffible,  there  is  but 
Three  and ,  thirty  Shillings  to  pay;  and  we 
have  been  here  Attendingfor  your  Coming 
at  lead  3  Hours.  I  took  the  Glafs  in  Hand 
and  Drank  the  Aforefaid  Health,  as  the  Mcr- 
midons  call’d  it,  and  Begged  l  might  have 
Leave  to  Toaft  to  Two  very  great  Strangers, 
which  l  obtain’d,  and  drank  to  the  Return 


of  Liberty  and  Property,  Away  with  this 
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'Offender,  cry’d  the  Mock  Ma  gift  rate,  You 
ihall  pay  for  this  Boldnefs  before  we  parr 
with  yob,  take  my  Word  fort*  I  could 
not  biK  perceive  what  he  faid  was  true  with 
half  an  Eye  :  For  I  faw  him  Disburfe  the 
Reckoning  out  of  my  Green  Purfe,  and 
Pocket  up  the  Refidue.  The  next  thing 
they  had  to  do  was  to  Hawl  me  before  a 
Juftice  of  Peace  ;  The  Knight  was  as  ready 
for  fueh  purpofes  as  my  Perlecutors  could 
wifb,  and  came  out  to  us  with  as  much 
Gravity,  as  if  he  had  ail  the  Statutes  of 
Europe  in  his  Head.  Morrow  Mr-  Con/la* 
hit,  I  wifh  all  Officers  that  are  Subordinate 
to  Men  of  my  Fun&ion  would  put  the 
Laws  in  Execution  as  you  do,  faid  Hey 
My  Clerk  and  I  might  bite  our  Nails  all 
the  Morning,  and  have  nothing  to  do,  but 
for  filch  Vigilance  as  yours.  What  Offences 
is  this  Gentleman  guilty  of,  doubtlefs  fbme 
Papifi  or  High  Church  Mm,  for  there  is  not 
fo  much  as  one  Line  of  Moderation  in  all 
his  Countenance;  Your  Honour  has  a  moft 
Diftinguifhing  Judgment,  reply  *d  my  Ac* 
eufer.  My  Watchmen  found  him  in  the 
Streets  at  a  very  Unfeafonable  Hour  between 
3  or  Four  a  Clock  in  the  Morning,  and 
gave  him  the  Word ,  when  he  drew  his 
Sword  like  a  Fury, and  Attack'd  him  in  fuch  a 
Manner,  tthat  it  was  Heaven  s  Mercy  but  he 
had  been  all  put  to  the  Sword  ;  but  it  broke 
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in  his  Hand,  and  with  much  ado  he  Secur’d 
him.  I  held- up  my  Eyes  and  my  Hands, 
denied  every  Article ,  but  to  no  Purpofe  • 
the  Court  over- rul’d  me,  and  the  Watch¬ 
men  interrogated  about  me,  who  all  agreed 
in  the  fame  Story,  with  numberlefs  Addi¬ 
tions,  as  breaking  their  Lanthorns ,  &c . 
The  French  Gold  in  my  Pocket,  as  likewife 
my  Letters ,  were  brought  in  as  Articles 
againft  me ;  and  tho*  I  infilled  I  was  n  French 
Protejlant ,  and  a  Stranger ,  it  avail’d  me 
nothing  ;  Seignior  Clerico  had  written  out 
my  Mittimus  before-hand,  and  it  mud  not 
be  fpoifd,  I  was  to  be  Bound  over  to  the 
next  Seffions .  Thus  was  I  in  a  Peck  of 


Troubles ,  when  Two  French  Merchants 
whom  my  Bills  were  always  drawn  upon, 
came  in  luckily  to  my  Affiftance;'  they 
gave  Bail  for  me,  and  I  was  order’d  to  ap¬ 
pear  after  paying  my  Fees,  at  the  next  Ge¬ 
neral  Goal  Delivery .  It  leems  Thirty  Shil¬ 
lings  and  a  Louis  d'Or ,  was  not  the  Summa 
Totalis  of  the  Charge  I  was  to  be  at.  There 
were  Four  Lanthorns  to  pay  for,  Attendance 
Money  for  the  Rafcals  of  the  Prifon,  whole 
Service  I  had  much  rather  have  been  with¬ 
out  ;  Fees  for  letting  me  into  the  Prifon * 
and  letting  me  out;  and  finally  and  laftiy, 
a.  Daub  in  the  Hand  of  Half  a  Piece  to  the 
Clerk ,  or  rather  Majler  and  Man  3  for  they 
frequently  go  Halves  with  one  another  in 
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liich  Cafes.  But  how  to  pay  all  this  with* 
out  Money,  there  was  the  Thing  to  Em* 
ploy  my  thought  about.  At  Taft  with 
much  ado,  thro'  my  triends  Interceffion 
with  Tea  and  Nay  the  Cony  skin  Man,  or 
ice  of  the  Coram,  the  Canfiablc  was  o- 
blig’d  (.6  Refund  the  finall  Matter  that 
remaia’d  in  ray  Piece  of  Network ;  for  he 
had  made  bold  to  let  fome  of  the  fellow 
Boys  flick  to  his  Fingers ,  which,  with  the 
help  of  fome  Auxiliaries  from  my  Two  Ac¬ 
quaintance ,  paid  the  Turn  Kjy  his  Demands, 
which  was  Two  and  Twenty  Shillings  for 
letting  me  in  and  out  of  a  Place  I  would 
have  given  him  Twice  the  Money  not  to 
have  had  the  Sight  of ;  got  a  tolerable  fort  of 
a  Look  From  the  pretended  Clerk  of  Dif- 
chargesy  even  when  I  was  under  P  r  of e  cut  tony 
and  pay’d  the  Fellows  for  the  Breaking  of 
Lanthornsy  which  I  never  felt,  heard  of,  or 
underjlood .  Experience  wakes  a  Man  Wife, 
fay  the  Anticnt,  but  I  was  Young  enough 
to  be  farther  impos'd  on  after  mine.  The 
Conflablc  got  the  Place  of  my  Abode  from 
me,  had  his  Emiffartes  about  me  to  Affright - 
en  me  \vith  the  Danger  of  a  Prcfccution , 
fhould  I  let  Matters  come  fo  fat  as  to  a  Tryal, 
and  perfuade  me  to  come  to  an  Amicable 
Agreement ,  and  make  my  felf  Eafyi  whi 
it  was  in  my  Power  fo  to  do  ;  iulbsm 
I  gave  way  to  their  Perfuafions ,  ' 
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pointed  a  Day  of  Meetings  and  pay'd  dowfi 
Ten  Guineas  more  to  purchafe  my  future 
Quiet,  which  was  but  fhort-Iiv'd,  as  you'll 
lin’d  by  the  Sequel.  Having  met  with  fuch 
unparaleird  Injuftice ,  without  any  Relief 
from  one  of  toe  Chief  Magifirates ,  I  was 
relbiv’d  to  vifit  the  Courts  of  Judicature, 
to  fee  what  manner  of  Law  gave  Authority 
to  fuch  Proceedings  ;  and  I  ftep'd  to  Weft- 
minftcr  Hail,  where  the  feveral  Courts  of 
Juft  ice  in  this  Kjngdom  are  held,  and  hav¬ 
ing  fqueezVl  my  felf  thro*  a  Medley  of  At* 
for  vies,  Bailiffs,  and  Falfe  IVitnejfes ,  got  a 
fight  of  the  Tongue  Pads  within  the  feve- 
rai  Bars .  The  Court  of  Chancery  prefen  ted 
me  with  a  Suit  that  had  been  Eight  Tears 
depending,  and  was  as  far  off  from  being 
Decided  as  when  it  was  firft  brought .  Said 
I  to  my  next  Neighbour,  a  Man  might 
have  gotten  an  EBate  by  his  Indujtry  in 
half  the  Time,  which  thefeareat  Law  Tooth 
and  Nail  to  Lofe  it  in.  When  will  this 
Suit  ok  theirs  be  Determin'd  ?  When  thefe 
Men  in  Black  Gowns  here,  pieafe ;  that  is, 
when  neither  Plaintiff  or  Defendant  has 
a  Coat  to  their  Back.  Alas!  Alas!  Not> 
withfianding  you  now  fee  it  in  Wefiminfter - 
full,  it  goes  backward  like  a  Crab9  and 
you'll  fee  it  to  Morrow  or  next  Day  no  near¬ 
er  to  its  Journeys  End  thato  the  Pump  in 
Chancery  Lane  ;  it  has  from  thence  to  go 
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the  round-about  way  to  Lincolns- Inn- Fields, 
and  from  Lincolns*  Inn- Fields  to  the  Honfe 
of  Lords ,  before  it  will  arrive  at  its  Ne  fins 
Vltra»  Say  you  fo,  re  fly d  your  humble  Ser - 
vant,  this  Equity  of  yours  is  fo  long  Wind¬ 
ed,  1*11  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  it  muft 
undoubtedly  be  too  hard  for  a  Man  that 
has  not  Lungs  as  Tough  as  Whit  Leather : 
And  fo  I  jogg’d  forwards  to  the  next, 
where  I  found  Mr.  ©bfetfjotoj,  the  Famous 
Englifh  Incendiary ,  waiting  in  Expectation 
to  receive  the  Judgment  of  the  Court ,  for 
being  found  Guilty  of  High  Mifdemeanmr 
the  Term  before,  in  Writing  and  Publijbing 
a  Falfe,  Trayterous ,  and  Malicious  Libel, 
call’d,  Clj Z  SPhftthatOls  that  Traduc’d  the 
Queens  Majejly  in  Her  Royal  Adminiftration, 
the  Prince  Her  Husband ,  Her  Miniftry ,  the 
Judges y  and  All  Men  that  were  not  of  his 
Republican  Principles .  Now,  thought  I, 
Mr.  Nobs ,  your  Heart  goes  a  Pit-a-Pat,  and 
I  (hall  hear  another  Whipping  Sentence  pafs’d 
upon  you,  tho*  your  laft  was  Forgiven . 
Put  I  was  miftaken,  as  well  as  abundance 
more  who  waited  there  in  expectation  of 
the  fame  Event .  A  Nimble  Tongud  Man  in 
a  Gown  flood  up  in  his  behalf,  found  a  Flaw 
in  fomething  or  other,  which  had  either 
happen’d  thro*  Negligence  or  Wilfulnefs,  and 
Culprit  march’d  off,  Drums  Beating ,  Colours 
Flying,  and  all  the  Marks  of  Honour  that 
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are  ufual  in  the  like  Cafes.  A  precious  Stick 
of  Wood  that  Lawyer  of  his,  who  could 
never  have  vindicated  his  Clients  Practices 
in  fuch  a  Manner,  had  not  he  made  them  his 
own.  But  he’s  related  to  a  Great  Man,  and 
has  the  Good  Word  of  a  ^<srty  that  is  too 
Great  to  be  difoblig’d,  and  lo  let  ys  take 
our  Leaves  of  him,  and  the  Court  too  which 
he  made  fuch  a  Confiderable  Figure  in.  I 
made  the  beft  of  my  way  to  the  next  Bench, 
where  it  muft  be  faid,  Four  as  Reverend 
and  Learned  Perfons  late  as  could  be  feen  in 
a  Thouland*  The  youngeft  of  em  all  was 
the  Chief  in  Authority,  and  a  Gentleman  of 
Grea t  Patience  and  Temper.  He  Examin’d 
Witneffes  with  the  Severed  Caution  to  em 
to  Speak  Truth,  but  all  to  no  Purpole,  there 
were  Hirelings  in  the  haH ,  and  the  Jury 
muft  go  according  to  the  Evidence,  and  the 
judge  according  to  the  Verdifl:  of  the  Jury, 
This  put  me  in  Mind  of  a  Receiv’d  Cuftom 
we  have  in  France,  of  not  Trying  Perfons 
orCaufesby  Juries,  but  leaving  Things  to 
the  Decificn  of  the  Judge,  after  having 
Examin’d  the  Witneffes  on  both  Sides,  upon 
Oath,  and  taken  a  Time  appointed  to  weigh 
Matters  Serioufly  and  cooly  himfelf,  before 
he  brings  the  Caufe  to  his  Brethren  the  reft 
of  the  Judges,  to  give  their  Determination 
on  eitheir  fide.  A  Cuftom  that  would  tend 
very  much  to  the  Benefit  of  the  Subject, 

were ' 


(  *1') 

were  it  in  Ufe  here.  Yet  tho’  I  am  oblig’d 
to  do  Juftice  in  (peaking  of  the  Judges,  I 
cannot  but  wifh  I  could  do  the  fame  by  the 
Lawyers  that  Plead  before  them.  Vt  melius 
pofis  fuller e  fume  Togatn,  was  Martial s  0« 
pinion,  and  it  concurs  with  mine,  tho’  the 
Gown  might  hide  their  Cloven  Feet,  their 
pitchy  Hands  would  (hew  themfelves  thro’ 
the  Sleeves  of  it,  as  might  be  (eea  by  the 
S — t  of  the  Ill-favour  d  Countenance.  whole 
Fingers  were  as  Quick  as  his  Tongue,  and 
would  make  Black ,  White ,  but  it  (hould  coft 
him  a  Fall,  upon  a  Pecuniary  Occafion.  This 
yery  Numerical  piece  of  Batch-Work 
from  P  louden  and  Coke  upon  Littleton,  had 
at  leaft  taken  ten  Peoples  Money  without 
doing  one  of  ’em  the  lead  Service,  becaufe 
their  Caufes  would  not  bear  it ;  but  I  (aw 
a  Breviate  offer’d  him  that  was  Cie^r  as 
Noon  day  for  a  Defendant  that  came  to 
him  in  forma.  Pauperis  ;  but  Mr.  S — t  was 
more  Tongue  Ty’d  than  Balaam's  Afs,  he 
cou’d  not  Speak  till  two  Angels  appear’d. 
Here  were  abundance  that  were  as  Bufie  as 
Bees  without  Pra&ice,  and  as  many  that 
were  Idle  with  it.  One  walk'd  about  the 
Hall  to  fee  what  Fool  wou’d  buy  Ten  Shil¬ 
lings  worth  of  Law,  and  another  was  here 
and  there,  and  every  where  to  Sell  Knavery 
by  Ounces.  To  conclude,  the  Litteral  Con- 
ftruQion  of  Qtinm  Qattytitmi  was  vifible  in 
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a  great  many  Faces,  there  were  lo  many 
Species  of  Ridicule  here,  that  it  would  take 
up  more  time  than  I  have  to  fpare,  fhould 
I  offer  to  give  you  a  full  Defcription  of  it. 
The  Ferfon  that  bore  me  Company  (for  I 
had  one  in  the  Nature  of  a  Guide;  would 
needs  have  me  to  the  Court  of  Reque/ls, 
before  I  took  Cognizance  of  the  Exchequer 
Bar,  which  is  the  laft  Court  of  Judicature, 
and  up  Stairs  we  went  to  it  thro’  a  Crowd 
of  Footmen,  who  were  calling  themfelves 
by  their  Mqflers  Nantes ;  the  Parliament 
was  then  Sitting,  and  there  wanted  not  a 
Subject  for  Variety  of  Obfervaticms .  Here 
walk’d  a.Proje&oralmo&  without  any  Cloaths 
to  his  Back,  with  a  Great  Man,  whifpering 
Ways  and  Means  into  his  Ear,  for  him  to 
run  away  with  the  Credit  of  ’em.  And 
there  the  Two  Burrough  M — m — rs  Cheek 
by  Jowl  with  the  Fellow  I  mention’d  be. 
fore,  who  thinks  his  Obfervators  have  as 
much  perfpicuity  of  Judgment  and  Thought 
as  Sir  Roger  L’Eftranges.  After  having  Con  • 
gratulated  his  Safe  Delivery,  they  pinch’d 
him  by  the  Hand,  and  left  the  Marks  of  it 
behind  *em  for  his  further  Encouragement . 
Here  walk’d  about  an  Honejl  Good  Ortho¬ 
dox  Divine,  who  was  for  turning  Falling 
Days  into  Red  Letter'd  Fejlivals,  expending 
when  the  Member  he  either  went  to  School, 
or  was  at  the  lame  Vnivcrptj  with,  would 
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take  him  to  the  Tavern ,  and  give  him  a 
hearty  GlaJ?  and  a  Dinner ;  and  there  one 
of  the  Diffenting  Perfwajion  Conning  over  a 
a  Sentence  or  Trvo  by  way  of  Extempore 
Ejaculations  to  excite  Zed  in  the  Man  of 
his  Election  againft  any  thing  that  look’d 
like  Perfection,  unlefs  they  vefted  in  them* 
felves.  In  fhort,  as  the  Expellation  and 
Eye  of  all  Europe  was  fix’d  on  the  Deter¬ 
mination  of  this  Augufl  Ajfembly ,  fb  every 
one  was  Ambitious  of  being  thought  as  Wife 
as  his  Neighbour ;  and  this  was  the  Place 
of  Re  fort  from  the  Man  of  Bufinejl  down 
to  him  that  had  None  ;  from  him  that  paid 
Four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  for  the  Land  Tax, 
to  him  that  had  not  fo  much  as  a  Dirty  Acre 
to  pay  for.  Every  one  was  Solicitous  to 
learn  how  Matters  went,  and  fome  came 
to  fhew  themfelves,  and  others  to  fee  thofe 
that  took  a  Pride  in  being  fbewn.  So  much 
for  a  Court  very  properly  call’d  that  of  Re- 
quejls,  fince  it  was  manifeft  there  were  more 
Petitions  than  Grants  in  it,  and  for  one  Con- 
ceffion ,  thofe  that  Prefented  them  had  Twen¬ 
ty  Denials.  I  took  my  leave  of  this  Hurry 
of  Serious  Faces  and  Political  Countenances, 
for  another  view  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Long  Robe ,  and  down  I  went  again  into 
the  Hall ,  where  going  up  a  parcel  of  Stone 
Steps,  I  found  Four  Judges  more,  fitting 
over  a  certain  Prcfecution  in  Parliament. 
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It  feems  a  Great  Man  was  fuppos’d  not 
to  have  made  up  his  Accounts  lo  Regu¬ 
larly  as  the  Duties  of  his  Place  requir’d, 
and  was  to  Anfwer  For  it  in  this  Place ;  but 
there  was  a  Fault  that  lay  fonie  where,  and 
Cent*  per  Cent .  tho*  never  fb  Culpable, 
was  Declar’d  Retfus  in  Curia  by  the  Bench* 
who  gave  Judgment  in  his  Favour.  I,  who 
had  been  well  fatisfied  in  his  way  of  De¬ 
meanour  all  the  laft  Reign,  and  what  Im- 
menffe  Riches  he  had  delpoil’d  the  Bublick 
of,  could  not  but  fall  into  a  Paffion  at  his 
Acquitment,  and  Exclaim  againft  the  Court 
with  more  Violence  of  Temper  than  is 
Cuftomary  to  be  Ihewn  in  fuch  Places. 
For  which  I  was  immediately  laid  Hold 
of  by  a  Shoulder  •dabber ,  call’d  one  of  the 
Ufhers  of  the  Exchequer,  and  by  Order  of 
the  Gentlemen  in  Erwin ,  Committed  to  th® 
Prifon  of  Newgate,  durante  bene  Placitoy  for 
this  Infolence  of  mine.  Now  I  aril  in  old 
Pickle  again,  thought  I,  fure  my  Mother 
Long’d  for  a  Stone-doublet  while  fhe  Con¬ 
ceiv'd  me-  I  rnuft  be  fpeaking  of  Truth* 
with  a  Pox  to  t ;  when  had  I  fpoke  no  more 
than  the  Lawyers  that  frequent  thefe  Places, 
I  fhould  have  had  my  Heels  at  Liberty  as 
well  as  the  relt  of  'em.  O  Truth !  Truth  i 
What  an  Image  of  Terror  aft  Thou,  that  (b 
very  few  People  can  bear  with  Thee !  But 
al!  my  Reflexions  with  my  felf  avail’d  me 
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nothing,  the  Vulture  of  a  Gaoler  and  Ms 
Clerk  were  at  Hand,  and  I  was  deliver’d 
into  their  Cuftody  by  this  Pink  of  Good- 
Nature,  who  to  give  me  a  Taft  of  what 
I  might  expefl:  from  my  new  Goalers  In¬ 
humanity,  demanded  Four  Livres  of  me, 
which  in  Eng/ijb  Money  is  Six  Shillings 
and  Eight  Pence.  Complyance  in  things 
of  this  Nature  was  a  Lefture  that  had  been 
read  to  me  before  that  Jun&ure,  and  he 
had  in  full  of  all  Demands.  Now  for  Bel- 
zebttb,  and  the  Scribe  of  Dark  tie]?,  his  Se¬ 
cretary ;  they  took  Coach  with  me,  and 
Guarded  me  down  to  the  Strong  Houfe  I 
had  taken  a  Leafe  of  for  fome  time,  on 
account  of  my  Indifcretion  ;  where  I  was 
no  fooner  arriv’d,  but  they  left  me  in  a 
Room  with  one  of  the  Turn-Rjys,  a  Grip¬ 
ing  Mercilels  Fellow  that  kept  the  Dog  Ta¬ 
vern,  who  was  to  inftruft  me  in  what  o- 
ther  Demands  were  to  be  made  to  me,  in 
relation  to  the  Money  Concerns.  My  Pert 
fort  of  a  Vintner,  who  was  as  Familiar 
fort  of  a  Scab,  as  ever  ftuck  upon  a  Coun¬ 
tenance,  accofts  me  with  Bulling  the  Bell, 
and  calling  out  for  Jack  to  bring  another 
Bottle  of  French  Red «  Sir,  fays  he,  I  per¬ 
ceive  you  are  a  Stranger  in  thefe  Parts* 
and  may  not  know  that  we  have  feveral 
Places  to  Lodge  Prifoners  in,  according  to 
their  Rank  and  Quality  ;  the  Breft  lard, 
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the  Mafler  Side,  and  the  Common  Side .  The 
firft  had  the  Beft  Accommodation,  the  fecond 
was  not  near  fo  tolerable,  and  the  third 
had  no  manner  of  Conveniences,  but  bare 
Boards  to  reft  your  felf  upon;  be  pleas’d  to 
make  your  Choice,  and  Mr.  Fell  has  left  me 
to  come  upon  Terms  with  you.  To  befure 
I  would  be  firft,  and  making  choice  of  the 
PrefiTard,  ask'd  the  Conditions;  Truly, 
reply  d  my  very  civil  Bottle  Companion,  there 
is  but  one  Room  in  the  Prefi-Tard  but  what 
is -taken  up,  and  that  is  the  fame  the 
Lord  Ruffe)  lay  in  before  his  Execution, 
which  will  ftand  you  in  Five  Guineas  for 
my  Mailer’s  Good  Will  in  permitting  you 
the  Vfe  of  it ;  a  Guinea  for  your  Sheets 
the  firft  Night ,  and  a  Guinea  per  IVeek  as 
long  as  it  fhaf)  be  your  Fortune  to  flay.  My 
Misfortune  he  might  have  laid  ;  the  Fellow 
undoubtedly  thought  I  was  made  of  Guineas , 
or  he  would  never  have  made  fuch  Ex* 
orbkant  Demands ;  I  told  him  what  he 
ask'd  was  too  great  a  Sum  for  one  of  my 
Capacity,  that  I  was  a  Stranger,  and  upon 
that  Account  might  prevail  for  fome  A- 
batement ;  but  he  was  as  deaf  and  as  fubtle 
as  an  Adder ;  Not  a  Farthing  was  to  be  a- 
bated,  he  muft  pay  it  out  of  his  own  Pock¬ 
et  if  he  did  ;  fb  that  I  was  oblig'd  to  pay 
the  Money  down,  or  muft  have  been  a  Com* 
Ipanion  for  Thieves 9  Lice ,  and  Pick-Pockets 
f  ;v’;i  4*r  '  w’  ••  *  ^  :  ■  ^  X 
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I  forgot  to  tell  you  that  I  did  not  want  for 
Company  while  there  was  any  Wine  ftirring 
upon  the  Table ,  one  Ill-look’d  Fellow  or 
other  had  a  Fetch  to  get  in  for  a  Share 
with  me ;  lb  that  what  with  paying  3  s  and 
6  d.  for  a  Pint  and  an  Half  of  Eighteen  Pen¬ 
ny  Wine,  and  what  with  thefe  Adventitious 
Guefts,  the  Reckoning  fwell’d'it  felf  up  to 
Three  and  Twenty  Shillings.  The  next 
that  was  to  be  fhewn  me  was  my  Room ,  the 
Windows  of  which  did  not  want  for  Iron 
Bars  to  keep  me  from  breaking  my  Neck  by 
leaping  thro' ’em.  Here  I  had  leifure  e- 
nough  for  Contemplation,  and  the  Liberty 
of  employing  my  Mind,  tho’  my  Body  was 
under  Confinement ;  and  amongft  the  reft  of 
my  Fellow  Sufferers  got  acquainted  with  a 
Gentleman  who  had  been  committed  for  a 
Crime,  which  he  had  lain  in  Prifon  for  more 
than  8  Years,  without  coming  to  a  Tryd  for 
it.  This  Gentleman  underftood  the  French 
Tongue  perfe&ly  well,  was  as  agreeable  * 
in  his  Conversation  as  he  was  Inftruftive ; 
and  it  took  off  from  the  weight  of  my  MisT  v 
fortunes,  to  think  I  was  not  deftitute  of  a 
friend  to  Unbofom  my  felf  to ;  befides/he 
had  a  perfe&  knowledge  of  the  English  Can* 
ftitution,  was  throughly  vers’d  in  the  ex- 
a&eft  Account  of  its  Privileges  and  Immu* 
mitts j  and  had  nothing  wanting  in  him  to¬ 
wards  my  Information,  in  Affairs  either  Eg 
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elefklHcal  or  Civil  $  his  Intereft  with  the  Keefers 
for  he  was  one  of  an  Antient  (landing  there  *,  got 
me  a  fight  of  the  other  Parts  of  the  Gaol ,  which 
Inclos'd  the  Pooreft,  and  rnoft  Miferable  Creatures 
that  were  under  the  Sun:  Here  was  a  Man  that 
bore  the  Image  of  the  Almighty,  with  a  Padlock^ 
and  Fetters  upon  his  Legs,  to  (hew  his  Degeneracy 
from  his  firft  Imprefs  into  a  Beafi }  and  in  another 
Apartment  of  'Darknefi,  not  far  from  him,  a  par¬ 
cel  of  Indigent  Wretches  put  in  Prifon,  to  Starve 
there  for  being  in  Debt ,  when  if  their  Mercilef 
Creditors  would  have  allow'd  them  their  Liberty^ 
they  might  have  made  a  Tolerable  Shift  for  their 
Livings.  I  was  ftruck  with  Amazement  at  a  Sight 
like  this,  and  made  Enquiry  of  my  Friend  what 
Crimes  they  were  guilty  of  that  met  with  fuch  a 
Barbarous  Reception.  The  Sin  of  Poverty  is  what 
they  (land  Accus’d  of,  was  return'd  for  an  Anfwer 
to  me,  and  thefe  were  the  Pains  of  Purgatory  they 
were  to  undergo  hereupon  Earth,  till  Death'  re¬ 
mov’d  ’em  to  a  better  State.  Death,  [aid  J,  fare, 
nothing  that  bears  the  Name  of  a  Chriftian  can  be 
fo  obdurately  Cruel  as  to  let  ’em  Perijh  in  fuch  a 
Place  as  this,  efpeciaily  fuch  as  are  Infolvent.  Par¬ 
don  ine,  Sir,  c?fdmy  Inttruttor,  there  is  nothing 
fo  common  with  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Region  ot 
Defpair j  it  is  not  among  the  Engiijl)  as  it  is  with 
you  Gentlemen  of  the  French  Nation ,  the  Plaintiff 
is  not  Bound  to  Maintain  the  Defendant  at  his 
own  Charges 3  according  to  his  Quality,  while  in 
Prifon,  but  the  Defendant  mu  ft  find  Neceffaries  for 
hinifeif,  or  he  may  Die  ibr  Hunger ,  if  a  Penny 
Loaf,  and  a  or  Two  of  the  Liquor  Adam 

drank,  call’d  Water,  will  not  keep  him  Alive. 
While  we  were  Difcouvling  thus,  up  came  a  Fel¬ 
low  io  call  down  one  of  the  Poor  Souls  into  the 

Cellar , 
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Cellar,  where  a  Friend  of  his  waited  to  Refreffi 
him  with  a  Pot  of  Beer,  &c .  I  was  bid  to  obferve 
the  feqoel,  and  the  Turn-Key  held  out  his  Hand 
for  1 8d.  before  he  would  unlock  the  Door  for 
him :  Lord,  Sir,  cry’d  the  Poor  Man,  you  cannot  but 
know  that  I  have  been  a  great  ftranger  to  a  Sum  like 
that,  Time  out  of  Mind  •,  that’s  none  of  my  Fault, 
reply  d  Lucifer  s  Porter,  I  muft  not  lofe  my  Fee,  nei¬ 
ther  will  I  ^  your  Friend  mutt,  pay  it  for  you  then, 
or  you  may  depend  upon  it,  there  will  be  no  Paf- 
fage  without  it  5  which  the  Gentleman  did,  after 
being  acquainted  with  his  Demands  ^  and  fo  the 
P ifture  of  Famine  was  fuffer’d  to  creep  down  Stairs 
to  his  Friend .  This  led  me  into  a  Queftion  con¬ 
cerning  the  Origine  of  fuch  Abufes  as  thefe  £.v- 
orbitant  Fees,  and  how  it  came  about  that  fuch  Vil¬ 
lains  as  thefe  pafs'd  VnpHniftid,  without  being 
call’d  to  an  Account  for  being  fo  V nr eaf enable  in  the 
Receipt  of  them.  Omnia  Roma  funt  Fenalia ,  was 
return'd  as  the  Solution  of  it,  and  where  nothing 
is  to  be  had  without  Money ,  there  the  Purchafers 
will  do  nothing  without  it.  We  boaft,  / 'aid  my 
new  Acquaintance,  of  the  Excellence  of  our  Confii- 
tut  ion,  the  Wholefomenefi  of  owv  Laws,  and  the 
dence  of  our  Administration  •,  but  if  we  cad  an 
Eye  into  the  Abufes  that  have  crep’d  into  it  for 
fome  Years,  and  are  (till  doing  the  fame  •,  weihaii 
fee  many  Things  that  Hand  in  need  of  Amendments , 
and  many  Cuftoms  that  want  to  be  Reform'd .  We 
think  it  enough  that  we  have  made  Provifion  by 
Attsoi  Parliament  againft  Arbitrary  Power  in  the 
Prince ,  without  taking  care  not  to  lodge  it  in  the 
People which  is  Snppreffing  it  in  One,  and  Tolerat¬ 
ing  it  in  a  Thoufand l  From  the  Sale  of  Publick  Of¬ 
fices  and  Places  all  thefe  Evils  arife,  and  many  more 
Inconveniences  are  ready  to  follow,  even  when  Her 
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Prefent  Majefty  has  iflu’d  out  Her  Royal  Declaration 
in  the  Beginning  of  Her  Reign,  to  Stifle  and  Diffi 
countenance  fuch  Irregular  Practices.  All  Subordinate 
Offices  and  Places  of  Truft  are  publickly  made  Sale 
of  and  it’s  no  new  thing  among  the  Printed  Oo 
currences ,  to  find  Such  a  Man  is  Dead,  whoje  Place 

is  in  the  Gift  of  the  Lord - and  will  bring  hie 

Lordjhip  in  fo  many  Thou fand  Pounds,  it  being  worth 
fo  much  per  Annum.  Ask  a  Prothonotary  or  Filacer 
what  he  means  by  fuch  Extravagant  Demands ,  he'll 
immediately  tell  you  his  Place  ftood  him  in  fo  much, 
and  it  would  not  bring  him  the  Intereft  of  his  Pur- 
chafe  Money ,  fhould  he  bate  you  One  Farthing.  En¬ 
quire  of  my  Lord  Mayors  or  Sheriff's  Officers,  upon 
what  pretence  they  ground  their  Dejpotical  Extorti¬ 
ons  in  Arrefts  from  Poor  People  in  their  CuftodyS 
they’ll  give  you  by  way  of  Reply,  Z — -ds,  do 
^ou  take  ’em  for  Madmen ,  they  give  fo  many  Hun¬ 
dred  PjFtnds  for  their  Employments ,  and  they'll 
make  the  Sum  up  again,  fay  what  you  pleafe  to  the 
contrary.  The  Keeper  of  Newgate  gives  Three 
Thoufand  Pounds  for  his  Place ,  and  upon  Appli¬ 
cation  to  him  for  an  Office  under  him,  gives 
that  as  a  Reafon  why  he  takes  Money  for  it :  This 
occafions  the  Exceffive  Price  we  pay  for  our  Lodg¬ 
ings  in  the  Prefs-Tard ,  when  there  is  an  A&  of 
Parliament  now  in  Force  for  the  Relief  of  Prifoners  £ 
Tha$  enjoy  ns  no  Prifon-Keeper  whatfoever  to  take 
more  than  Half  a  Crown  a  Week .for  any  One  Man’s 
Lodgings ;  this  is  what  every  one  of  thefe  Rafcals 
palliate  theit  Opprejflons  witi^  and  this  is  the  Co¬ 
lour  they  in  General  make  ufe  of  to  varni/h  over 
their  Knavery  with,  Qua  feelere  eft  Fart  a,  feelers 
€ft  fen>andar  :&c.  The  place  that  is  gain'd  by  giv¬ 
ing  of  Bribes ,  muft  be  kept  by  taking  them  i 
Thus  ths  Cards  arc  Shuffled  and  Cut  till  they  are 
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and  3ti$  no  wonder  fo  many  Knaves  arc 
turn'd  up  for  the  Trump  Card ,  when  thofe  that 
Deal  meet  with  fuch  Encouragement.  Have  you  no 
Laws  then  in  Force  with  you  here  in  England  to 
prevent  fuch  Proceedings ,  [aid  /,  Yes,  yes,  conti¬ 
nued  he ,  but  our  Law-makgrs  are  like  your  Engi¬ 
neers,  who  never  Fortify  a  Town  fo  regularly, 
but  they  leave  a  weak  Place  for  themfelves  to  Take 
it  by,  they  never  make  a  Law  without  a  Loop-hole 
for  them  to  creep  out  at. 

We  have  Two  Statutes  that  are  unrepeard,  and 
of  very  great  Cogency  in  this  Cafe ;  the  one  in 
the  1 2th  R.  2.  C.  2.  and  the  5  Eliz..  6.  C.  1 6.  The 
former  Enadts,  That  none  jhall  obtain  Offices  by  Suit 
or  for  Reward,  but  upon  Defer t ;  and  the  latter  Or- 
da|neth  a  Penalty  for  Buying  and  Selling  of  fome 
fbff  of  Offices.  I  wiffi  fome  Gentlemen  in  Authority 
would  put  9em  actually  in  Force  by  fome  new  Addi¬ 
tions,  we  fhould  foon  fee  the  Effe&s  of  thtir  fo 
doing,  by  the  Removal  of  thofe  Incumbrances 
that  ftop  the  Progrefs  of  Juftice  in  its  due  Chan¬ 
nel  :  As  for  the  Annals  of  other  Kingdoms  and 
Countries,  they  abound  with  Inflances  of  this 
Nature, efpecially  your  own,  which  it  will  be  need- 
lefs  to  quote  for  your  Inftru&ion.  Tho9  I  cannot 
pafs  by  that  excellent  Saying  of  Francis  the  Firft, 
who  was  taken  Prifoner  at  the  Battle  of  Pavia ,  and 
Lewis  thzizth,  both  Kings  of  France ,  which  they 
made  ufe  of  by  way  of  Prophecy.  The  Buyers  of 
Offices  will  Sell  that  by  Retail  as  Dear  as  they  could , 
which  they  Bought  by  Whole fale.  Cardinal  Richileu , 
that  great  Eftablifher  of  the  Prefent  King’s  Great- 
nefs,  was  frequently  heard  to  have  this  in  his 
Mouth,  <c  That  they  who  fet  Eflates,  Offices,  and 
tc  Benefices  to  Sale,  Sell  with  them  the  molt  Sa- 
“  cred  Thing  in  the  World,  which  is,  JuRice, 

“  and 
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**  and  taking  away  the  Reward  of  Honour,  of 
«  Virtue,  of  Knowledge,  of  Goodnefs,  and  of 
«  Religion ;  they  open  a  Gate  to  Thefts,to  Bribes, 
“  to  Coveteoufnefs,  to  Injuftice,  to  Ignorance,  to 
“  Impiety :  In  a  word,  to  all  kind  of  Filthinefs. 
It  was  an  excellent  Character  that  was  given  to 
Lewis  the  9th,  by  an  Hiftorlan  who  wrote  the 
Tranfaftioas.  “  That  the  Realm  being  corrupted 
“  with  the  Injuftice  and  Extortion  of  Former 
«  Reigns,  by  the  Sale  of  Offices  and  Places  of 
«.<  Truft  j  this  King  Lewis  did  exprefly  forbid  thofe 
“  Sales,  and  fupplj’d  fuch  Places  as  were  void 
“  with  Perfons  of  Merit  and  Goodnefs,  not  of 
“  Ignorance  and  Riches.”  The  Romans  had  a  Law 
call’d  Lex  Julia  de  Jmbitu ,  which  Enafted  thofe 
who  arriv’d  at  Honours  and  Dignities  by  the  Means 
of  their  Money,  thould  be  Punifn’d  with  Pecunia¬ 
ry  Mulch,  and  rendred  Infamous  and  Unfit  for 
any  Publick  Station.  TheEmperours  Theodofiu* 
and  Fatenmianus  Ena&ed,  Thaqnone  ffiould  have 
any  Publick  Employment  for  any  other  Confidera- 
Eiaii,  than  that  they  were  Men  of  Approv’d  Qua¬ 
lifications,  and  of  Honeft  Lives  and  Converfati- 
onS.  That  we  of  this  Kingdom  Aft  quite  contra- 
1  y  to  the  abavenam’d  Prefidents,  may  be  feen  from 
Remiflhefs  of  the  Magiftracy  in  putting  Old 
Laws  in  Execution,  and  the  Negligence  of  our 
law-Givers  in  Promulging  New :  He  that  bids 
moll:,  has  the  beft  Title  to  the  Purchafe,  at  our 
Office- Audi  ions ;  and  a  full  Purfe  Qualifies  you 
looner  here  for  an  Employment,  than  the  greateft 
Exuberance  of  the  moft  Penetrating  Undemand¬ 
ing  "1  yet  do  we  like  the  Jpe  in  the  Fable,  who  faid 
her  Children  were  the  Fdrefi  in  the  whole  Creation , 
Affirm  with  her,  that  there  is  no  fuch  Conftitution 
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as  ours,  when  if  we  fearch  the  Vniverfi,  and 
make  Enquiry  after  PublickOppreJftons,  and  Natio¬ 
nal  Grievances,  we  fhallicarce  find  that  will  bsaf 
any  Proportion  to  our  own.  I  sm  forty  to  fay  this 
under  the  Prefent  ddminijlration ,  a*id  in  the  Reign 
of  a  Queen,  that  adds  to  the  Glory  of  the  Rcyd 
Race  She  derives  Her  Defoe nt  from,  hot  its  Inipof- 
fible  to  flop  this  Deluge  that  daily  flo'vs  in  upon 
us  more  and  nm e*  without  an  of  Parliament 
that  fhall  lay,  an  Amule  and  Effectual  Punishment 
on  the  Violation  of  it,  which,  if  the  Gentlem:n 
now  Afl'embled  at  Weft  min jler,  would  take  under 
their  Consideration ,  would  foon  be  brought  to  Per- 
fettion  by  Her  Majelty's  Concurrence :  Notwith- 
ftanding^all  this  we  hug  the  Name  of  Liberty  and 
Property,  without  any  thing  oi  the  Effrdts  of  ir, 
as  the  Dog  in  the  Fable,  who  let  go  the  S ubfiar.ee 
for  the  Shadow,  and  even  amongit  our  Trejfures 
fancy  our  felves  at  Eafe.  Hujbands  are  forc’d  away 
from  their  Wives  and  Children  into  the  Sea- Service, 
and  Gentlemen  of  Birth  and  Education,  contrary  to 
the  knowu  Laws  of  the  Kingdom,  hurried  Aboard, 
and  Incorporated  amongil  the  Dregs  of  the  Popu¬ 
lace.  To  be  Reduc'd  and  under  unhappy  Circutnfian- 
ccs,  is  Jecundum  ufum  Britannici  Sermonis,  to  be  a 
Vagabond,  a  Vagrant,  and  Vnaccotwtable  Per  [on,  at 
the  time  as  the  Statute  Laws  of  the  Realm  inveil 
them  pith  fuch  privileges ,  as  ihould  fet  ’em  above 
the  Ihfolence  of  thefe  Prefi  Gangs*,  not  but  allow 
that  the  Navy  Royal  ought  to  be  Mann  d,  and  pro¬ 
vided  againlt  all  Fears  of  any  lnfult  from  a  Dan¬ 
gerous  and  Potent  Enemy  \  but  it  ihould  be  with  fuch 
Men  as  the  Statute  direfts,  that  are  really  conver- 
fant  in  Navigation,  as  Watermen,  Bargemen,  &c. 
or  are  really  t  erfons  of  Ill  Fame,  that  are  a  Burthen 
as  well  as  Reproach  to  the  Commonwealth.  D«t 

E  veniam 


( ) 

yeniam  C&rvu,  vexat  Ccnfnra,  Columbru.  Mon^y  or 
P'rote&ion  from  Great  Perfons,  keep  at  Home  thofe 
that  are  altogether  unferviceable  to  the  Commm- 
wealth,  while  ihcfe  that  might  be  of  fome  life 
to  us"  at  Home  in  their  Refpe&ive  Occupations, 
are  Detain'd  in  our  Armies  and  Navies,  where 
they  are  altogether  Vfekfl.  Soldiers  and  Sailors 
here,  go  ©t  fo  much  per  Head,  and  if  a  Conftable 
Or  any  other  wants  fo  much  Monty  to  make  up  a 
Sum,  it  is  but  Swearing  the  next  Man  he  meets 
with  is  Qualify ’d  fox  the  Service,  and  hehasTirewT 
ty  Shillings  p?id  him  down  accordingly.  What 
Ship,  Brother  Tar  ?  Crys  one  of  the  Kidnapping 
Crew,  while  another  cornes  up  to  the  Man  that 
linows  nd  more  of  the  Sea  Affairs  than  my  Lord 
Mayor’s  Great  Horfe,  with  a  Dear  Jack  how  doji 
thou  do,  /  h*ve  not  feen  thee  Time  out  of  Mind ,  not 
fince  you  and  /  were ' Me ff- Mates  together  at  Scan dc- 
toon.  All  that  the  poor  Man  can  fay  for  himfelf,  a- 
vails  him  nothings  like  Moliere  s  Mifer  who  was 
perfuaded  that  he  was  Mad  \  fo  fares  it  with  him* 
a  Seaman  he  is,  and  a  Seamen  he  fhall  be,  Inyito 
Neptuno,  ,  tho*  he  is  as  Ignorant  of  Starboard  and 
Larboard,  as  they  that  force  him  into  the  Service 
are  of  Hone  ft  y  or  Grcek^:  My  Companion  would 
have  proceeded  farther,  and  given  me  a  Defcri- 
ption  at  large  of  other  Tranfattions,  as  c he  Arbi? 
vary  Collegium  of  the  Window  Taxes,  in  which  poor 
Crijpin  t he  Shoe-Makpr  pays  as  much  for  his  Houfe, 
as  his  Grace  does  for  for  his  Sic  fiti  Latantur  Lares , 
or  his  Magnificent  Rus  in  Vrbst  and  that  upon 
Births  and  Burials  ^  which  if  the  Poor  Man  does, 
not  pay  down  immediately,  as  well  as  the  Rich,  it 
dolls  him  the  Seizure  of  the  Chief  of  his  Little 
6oods  by  v\ay  of  Diftrefs,  and  not  only  that,  but 
Mmy  to  Replevy  them  again.  All  this  was  to 
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(hew  that  I  was  very  much  in  th  e  Wrong  to  raak^ 
Inquefl:  for  Liberty  and  Property ,  in  a  Land  where 
the  Prerogatives ,  that  in  pa  ft  Ages  belong'd  to  die 
Crown ,  were  now  lodg’d  in  the  Peo//e ;  and  where 
inftead  of  having  one  Man’s  Word  a  Lw,  and  lha  t 
a  jpriwe  his,  fome  Thou  lands  Ufurp'd  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  having  theirs  like  wife  pa  ft  for  one  t  Bit 
Notice  was  brought  me  that  I  had  fame  Friends 
tarry*d  in  the  Prefi-Tard  to  accompany  me  to  a 
Judges  Chambers ,  in  order  to  gi  ve  Bail  for  my  -Ap¬ 
pearance ,  if  requir’d,  where  i  once  more  got  my 
Liberty,  after  having  my  Purfe  fquee^d  as  Dry  a§ 
a  Kix,  between  the  Waiters  that  attended  me,  No- 
verint  Vniverfi  the  Clerk^  and  Gripe  the  7  ipftajfr 
Two  fuch  Memento’s,  as  my  two  late-Ioiprifon- 
merits,  made  fuch  an  Im predion  upon  my  Spirits* 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Care  of  my  good 
Landlord,  the  Bilhop,  and  the  Provifion  that  was 
made  for  me,  by  way  of  Prevention,  by  the  Com- 
paffionate  Ladies,  his  Wife  and- Daughter,  I  had 
fallen  into  a  Fit, of  Sicknefs.  But  Heaven,  that 
hadpuniftfd  me  fufficiently  before  for  ray  Sins,  in 
the  Compter  and  Newgate,  was  pleas’d  to  with¬ 
draw  its  farther  Vengeance  from  me,  by  Avert¬ 
ing  the  Malady  that  was  coming  to  take  poffeP 
iron  of  my  Earthly  Tabernacle:  However,  I  was 
fefolv’d  to  make  ufe  of  the  Gift  of  Circumfpe- 
£tion,  and  deferred  going  Abroad  at  all,  .  except: 
to  a  Neighbouring  Coffec-Houfe,  or  the  Venetian 
EmbalTadorY  Chappcl,  at  Times  of ,  Devotion. 
When  the  joth  of  January  revolv3d  it  felf  again 
in  its  Annual  Courfe ,  Dies  higro  fignanda  Liptfo, 
a  Day  that  fhouid  be  Mark’d  w  ith  Black  Letters 
to  all  Fofterky ;  a  Day  that  has  caft  more  Re- 
|>ipach  indtjfaf§my  on  the  Englifi  Nation,  than  all 
iimr  boaited  Sltfks  and  Sieges  cs&  ever  he  abkj 
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to  wipe  out.  I  was  tefblv’d  to  fee  what  an  Ab¬ 
horrence  the  Children  had  for  the  Fathers  Tranf- 
grdlions,  iince  the  Scripture  fays,  They  Jhali  be 
< vifitcd  for  them  to  the  third  and  fourth  Generation^ 
and  make  Remarks  upon  their  Sorrows  for  the 
Murther  cf  a  Prince  by  a  pretended  High-Court 
oi  Jaltice,  before  his  own  Palace  Gate,  who  was 
even  more  unhlameable  in  his  A&ions,  than,  if 
Inch  a  Thing  could  be,  they  were  Culpable  in 
theirs.  \  need  not  tell  you  that  it  was  King  Charles 
the  fir  It  o  {Erglcmd,  who  was  Married  to  a  Daugh¬ 
ter  of  France j  not  aHiftory  that  fpeaks  of  thofe 
Times,  but  mentions  its  Deteftation  of  that  Cru¬ 
el  Martyrdom-,  arid  the  Parliament  of  England , 
by  a  Solemn  Ad  that  had  PalYd  King,  Lords, 
and  Commons,  had  Enaded  and  Ordain’d  a  Day 
of  Faffing  and  Humility  fhould  be  kept  in  Perpe- 
tiiitm  Rei  Aiemeriam  on  that  horrid  Anniverfary . 
Accordingly,  not  doubting  but  the  Day  would  be 
punctually  obCiVd  at  the  Chappel-Royal,  where 
the  Chevalier  Daves,  one  of  the  Queens  Chaplains 
in  ordinary,  as  I  Lear  bnce,  made  an  excellent  Ser- 
won,  and  fuitable  to  the  fbd  Occaficri,  before  Her 
lYGjedy  the  Royal  Martyrs  Grand- Daughter  \  I  took 
Coach  for  the  Abbey ,  where  was  a  Right  Reverend 
Father  in  God  appointed  to  Preach  before  the 

K— -of  L - ,  which  confifted  at  that  time  of 

Four  or  Five  Spiritual  P - ,  one  Temporal ,  and 

the  L—  K — -  j  my  Tongue  had  like  to  have 
launch’d  out  once  more,  but  former  Inconveniency 
I  had  drawn  upon  ray  felf,made  me  leave  them  as  I 
found  them, without  daring  fo  much  as  to  fpeakone 
Word,  for  fear  of  Lobs  pound  and  the  Black  ^ 
for  St.  A  farga  rts  Weft  min  ft  cr,  where  indeed  I  found 
a  goodly  Appearance,  that  were  met  together  to 
Deprecate  the  Almighties  Vengeance,  which  the 

Pr£- 
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Precious  Blood  of  this  Holy  Saint  and  Illuftrious 
Martyr  was  crying  out  for  to  fall  down  upon  this 
Sinful  Nation.  The  Sieur  Stanhope  a  Dignitarian 
and  Dean  of  Canterbury,  a  Gentleman  particularly 
known  for  his  Great  Skill  in  the  Learned  Langua¬ 
ges,  and  his  Accurate  Difcourfes  and  Tranflations 
fignaliz’d  himielf  on  this  Occafion,  which  his  Ser¬ 
mon  that  is4n  Print  will  teftify ,  without  any  farther 
occafion ;  and  had  the  Thanks  of  the  whole  Houle 
the  greateft  part  of  it  being  his  Auditors ,  as  well 
as  the  B — — ,  who  well  might  be  defir’d  to  Print 
his,  fince  very  few  of  the  Gentlemen  who  made 
the  Requeft,  had  heard  it.  From  hence  it  was  but 
neceflary  that  I  Ihould  make  the  beft  of  my  way 
to  the  Fam’d  Cathedral  of  St.  Tads,  to  fee  how 
the  Citizens  humbled  themfelves  there  for  their 
Tranfgrejfton-,  they  had  been  the  Chief  Occafion  of 
this  Horrid  Murther,  and  Ihould  have  been  molt 
Exemplary  in  their  Sorrows  for  it,  but  it  happen'd 

otherwife  5  the  L - M - thought  lit  to  be 

Indifpos’d  that  Day,  and  part  of  the  C — —t  of 

A - -»  were  oblig’d  out  of  Compliment  to  him 

to  ftay  with  him  by  way  of  Condoleance ;  tho‘  he 
might  have  come  to  Church  without  having  any 
fear  of  the  Nations  Sins  flying  in  his  Face ;  for  a 
Clergyman  was  put  up,  whofe  Dottrine  was  fuitable 
to  a  City  Conftitution,  and  who  knew  how  to  pre¬ 
pare  an  Abfolntion  Cordial  for  any  Offender  of  that 
kind  whatfoever,  were  his  Crime  never  fo  Black.  I 
have  feen  enough  for  one  time,  thought  1,  to  keep 
me  from  troubling  my  felf  any  more  on  this  Ac¬ 
count,  and  Home  I  wenttofpend  the  reft  of  the 
Day  in  Contrition  for  a  Sin  that  nothing  concern’d 
me,  fays  Hrgil,  from  one  Man’s  Crime  learn 
thofe  that  belong  to  the  whole  Gang ■,  from  a 
L M~ — *s  Behayiour  you  may  know  how  the 


Citizens,  for  the  generality,  Hand  Ajfefted.  The 
Confejfor,  my  Pious  Landlord,  receiv’d  me  with  his 
« wonted  Humanity and  having  got  the  Journal  of 
my  Travels  that  day  repeated  to  him,  broke  out 
in  tbefe  Pathetick  Exprefiions.  7Tis  a  fegn,  my  dear 
Friend \  you  are  a  fir  anger  in  thefe  Parts ,  or  you  would 
not  wonder  at  the  Non-Ob fervance  of  this  Anniverfa- 
ry :  The  Face  of  Affairs  is  alter  d  fence  the  days  this 
Aft  of  Parliament  was  made,  and  people  are  fo  far 
from  Mourning  in  private  for  the  Heavy  Judgments 
that  hang  over  their  Heads  for  this  unparaldl' d  Aft  of 
Jnjuftke ,  that  they  Rejoyce  almofi  in  public \  for  it, 
and  have  their  Festi  vals  in  Sell  ft  Houfes  to  Cummemo - 
rate  it,  call'd  the  €alta£#eafc*€IufL  I  was 
{truck  with  Horror  at  his  Difcourle,  and  defir’d 
him  to  explain  himfelf,  as  to  the  Nature  and  O- 
rigine  of  the  Club  he  made  mention  of.  When  he 
made  me  acquainted,  that  Milton  and Tome  other 
Creatures  of  the  Commonwealth  had  Inflitut- 
edthis  Club,  as  he  was  Inform’d,  in  oppofition 
to  Bifhop  Juxton,  Dr.  S under fon.  Dr.  Hammond* 
and  other  Divines  who  met  privately  every  $oth  of 
January  *,  and  tho’  it  was  under  the  time  of  the 
XJfurpation,  had  compiled  a  Form  of  Service  for  the 
Day,  not  much  different  from  what  we  find  in  the 
Liturgy.  That  after  the  Keftauration ,  the  Eyes  of 
the  Government  being  upon  the  whole  Party,  they 
were  forc*d  to  come  to  thefe  Meetings  with  a  great 
deal  of  precaution,  but  in  K.  W*$  Days  they  met 
again  almoft  in  a  publick  manner,  and  apprehen- 
fiveof  nothing :  He  farther  intimated  that  a  Gen** 
tleman  of  his  Acquaintance,  one  whofe  Veracity 
might  be  confided  in,  went  out  of  meer  Curiolity 
to  fee  the  Nature  and  way  of  managing  this  Club, 
which  was  in  the  manner  following:  The  Club 
Room  was  at  a  certain  Tavern ,  not  far  from  Bifhop fe 
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gate- ft  reef,  when  he  was.  one  of  tbeir  Cmfts,  and 
at  the  upper-end  of  the  Room  hung  an  Ax,  and 
was  Reverenc’d  as  a  Principal  Symbol  in  IhkDiar 
holical  Sacrament  their  Bill  of  Fmo  con  filled  of 
a  Large  Diftiof  Calves- Heads  fe  veral  ways, 

a  large  Fih s  with  a  ftnali  one  in  its  Mouthy  as  an 
JEmblem  of  Tyyanny,  a  lange  Cods-  Heady  to  repre¬ 
sent  that  unhappy  King,  hngiy,  as  by  the  Calves « 
Heads  before  they  meant  Himmd  ail  his  Loyal  Sub- 
lefts  that  Suffer’d  in  his  Caufe ,  and  were  mad olnhe* 
re  tors  of  the  Glorys  of  Martyrdom  with  Him  a 
Boars-Hcad  with  an  Apple  in  its  Mouth ,  to  repre- 
fent  the  King  by  this  as  Bcftiaf  as  they  had  done  by 
the  others  Foolijh  and  Tyrannical .  After  the  Ref  aft 
was  over,  one  of  their  Elders  Prefen  ted  an  ’tow* 
which  was  with  great  Solemnity  BurnU 
upon  the  Table  while  their  Anthems  were  Singing, 
which  were  in  Praife  of  that  Impious  Aftion,  and 
confifted  of  Curfes  upon  the  whole  Family  off  the 
Stuarts :  After  this  another  prefented/f/i/Wj  defen 
j to  populi  Anglicani,  upon  which  all  laid  their  Hands, 
and  made  a  Protection  inform  of  an  Oath,  ever 
to  Hand  by  and  maintain  the  Company ;  Grace  Be* 
fore  and  After  Meat  was  faid  by  Two  in  the  Habit 
of  ©iffcntfHff  Having  never  heard 

Of  fuch  unparaieli’d  Inftances  of  Cruelty ,  I-bfefs’d. 
my  felf  at  the  Recital  of  them,  and  refolv’d  to 
lend  you  an  Account  of  ’em,  as  alfo  of  what  Ac¬ 
cidents  havebefaln  me  fmce  my  Arrival  in  thefe- 
Parts,  by  the  fir  ft  opportuni  ty.  Which  I  have  hapr 
piiy  gain’d  much  fooner  than  I  expe&ed  ;  but  to 
confirm  the  Truth  of  what  I  have  receiv’d  from  a» 
nother,  with  fomething  that  has  falfn  out  of  the 
fame  Nature  within  iny  own  Knowledge  5  tho\ 
this  Club  is  faid  to  be  difcontinued  lince  the 
Reign  cf  Queen  Anne.  You  are  to  underftand 
:  -  *  that 
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fliafe  I  am  inform’d  from  unfufpeAed  Authori¬ 
ties,  That  on  the  laft  30th  of  fattttary^  fifteen 
Perfons  of  the  fame  fort  of  Principles  came  to  the 

jf _ H~~r-  T - in  the  Burrough  of  Southwark  s 

and  calling  /or  #  Room,  where  they  had  Wine 
brought  to  ’efc,  fell  a  Drinking*,  and  making  an 
incredible  fort  of  a  Noife,  unfit  for  fuch  a  Day 
of  Humiliation  \  which  made  one  of  the  Drawers 
inquifitive  to  know  the  occafion  of  it,  when  he 
could  hear  'em  Curling  the  whole  Race  of  the  Stu - 
Blafpheming  the  Name  of  Kings  in  General, 
and  Reviling  their  Memory  to  the  laft  Degree  \ 
one  of  the  Company  was  to  lay  down  his  Head, 
with  his  Face  downward  to  the  Table,  while  an¬ 
other  was  to  come  behind,  and,  in  imitation  of 
that  Accurfed  Decollation,  give  a  Stroke  upon 
his  Neck  with  the  Edge  of  his  Hand,  which  Re- 
prefented  an  Ax  ^  at  which  Blow,  all  the  reft  of 
the  Company  Hallow’d,  and  took  off  their  Glaf- 
fes.  Thus  every  one  was  Beheaded  in  this  Mode 
Manner  by  Turns,  till  a  Neighbouring  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  one  Mr.  X— ,  had  Information  of 
it,  and  bound  over  every  individual  Member  of 
this  Helli(h  Society  to  appear  before  the  Affixes 
next  to  be  held  for  the  County  of  Surry.  This  is 
Matter  of  Fatty  I  have  no  more  to  fay,  buttoAd- 
vife  you  to  reft  Contented  where  you  are,  and; 
where  1  defign  to  be  very  fliortly,and  to  remember 
that  thofe  are  not  lb  unhappy  under  one  Tyrant, 
as  thofe  that  are  under  Thoufands, 
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